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1 14 (currently amended) A method for communicating 

2 between a bearing device listening tp first audio signal. 

3 and an individual carrying said device, said method corrprxsing 

4 the steps ofs 

5 - applying to «a*d an output converter at least one 

6 second electrical signal representing at least one 

7 second audio signal of predetermined duration for 

8 notifying the user of a status of said hearing 

9 device'; and , 

10 - selecting the content of said second audio signal by 

11 said individual'. 

1 15. (canceled) . 

1 16- (previously presented) The method of claim 14, 

2 further comprising the step of storing said at least one 

3 second audio signal on a user exchangeable storage element. 

1 Claims 17-19 (canceled) . 

1 20. (previously presented) The method of claim 14, 

2 further comprising the step of storing said at least one 

3 second audio signal in a storage unit and operationally 

4 connecting said storage unit and said hearing device by a 

5 wireless link. 

1 21. (previously presented) The method of claim 14, 

2 further cotrtprising the step of providing said 
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3 electro/mechanical output converter as a loudspeaker and 

4 wherein said generating said at least one second audio signal 

5 is generated so that it is audible by an individual remote 

6 from said hearing device. 

1 22- (previously presented) The method of claim 14, 

2 wherein more than one second audio signal is provided and 

3 further wherein said selecting a second audio signal to be 

4 activated is provided in a menu- controlled manner. 

1 23. (previously presented) The method of claim 22, 

2 wherein the step of performing said selecting is done via a 

3 remote communication unit for said hearing device- 

1 24- (previously presented) The method of claim 23, 

rising the step of establishing a wireless 

3 communication between said communication unit and said hearing 

4 device - 



1 25- (previously presented) The method of claim 23, 

2 wherein the step of performing said selecting is done in a 

3 speech controlled manner - 

1 26. (currently amended) A hearing device system with at 

2 least one hearing device, said hearing device corr^rising: 

3 a signal processing unit with an output being 

4 operationally connected to an input of an 

5 electrical/mechanical converter; and 

6 a generator unit the output of which is also 

7 operationally connected to said input of said 

8 converter, said generator unit including a user 

9 exchangeable storage with at least one audio signal, 

10 the content thereof being user selectable audio 

11 signal for signifying a status of the system - 
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1 27. (currently amended) A hearing device sy3t;em 

2 contprieings 

3 at: least: one hearing device, said hearing device 

4 including: 

5 an elect:rical /mechanical converter; and 

6 a signal processing unit with an output being 

7 operationally connected to an input of said 

8 electrical /mechanical converter/ [[,] ] and 

9 a generator unit the output of which is operationally 

10 connected to the input of said electrical/ 

11 mechanical converter, said generator unit including 

12 a user writable read/write storage unit with signals 

13 representing audio signals for storing user 

14 selectable signals according to user defined audio 

15 signal sequences of predetermined extent to be 
15 output by said generator unit for notifying a user 
17 of a status of the system- 

1 Claims 28-31- (canceled) . 

1 32. (previously presented) The system of claim 27, 

2 wherein a writing input of said read/write storage is 

3 operationally connected or is operationally connectable to a 

4 signal source of audio signals. 

1 33. (previously presented) The system of claim 32, 

2 wherein said signal source is an audio playback unit or is a 

3 unit with internet connection. 

1 34. (previously presented) The systiera of claim 27, 

2 further comprising a display unit for at least one of a visual 

3 or speech controlled menu, said display unit being 

4 operationally connected or connectable to a signal generator 
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5 generating control signals for said device to said generator 

6 unit • 

1 35. (previously presented) The system of claim 34, 

2 wherein said display unit is for speech control and has an 

3 output which ie operationally connected to said input of said 

4 electrical/mechanical converter of said hearing device. 

1 36 (currently amended) j A method of acknowledging to an 

2 individual carrying a hearing device, said hearing device 

3 having : 

4 an acoustical/electrical input converter unit having an 

5 output 7 

6 a signal processing vmit having an input and an output; 

7 and 

8 an electrical /mechanical output converter arrangement 

9 having an input, wherein 

10 said output of said input converter is operationally 

11 connected to said input of said signal processing 

12 unit, the butput thereof being operationally 

13 connected to said input of said output converter 

14 arrangement, said method comprising the steps of c 

15 generating an acknowledgement control signal in said 

16 hearing device whenever a predetermined status of 

17 said hearing device is reaghed; and 

18 initiating an acknowledgement audio signal according to 

19 said acknowledgement control signal to be applied to 

20 said input of said output converter/ wherein 

21 said acknowledgement audio signal is made selectable by 

22 the individual* 

1 37 (previously presented) : The method of claim 36, 

2 wherein said acknowledgement audio signal is stored on a user 

3 exchangeable storage. 

Amendmerrts to the Claims Page 5 of 1 4 
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38 (previously presented) . The method o£ claim 37 
«.e«in said user-exc.a..ea.le storage is applied to sa.d 



1 

2 

3 hearing device. 



1 

2 w: 



J n,, r,T-*»^ent:e(a) s The method of claim 37, 

.e„:: ::in:rej:ra:::Lie sto.a.e is . ..^-o^r sto... 

40 (previously presented). The -.ethod of claim 36 
„herei„ said hearin. device further has a storage unxt for 



1 

2 

3 etoring said audio signal. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



41 (previously presented) . The method of claim 36 

-^-ina a storage unit for said audio signals 

:rrfr:r:e:rU dLce ^ 

a wireless or of a wired con»unicat.on between saxd hearx g 
device and said storage unit. 

42 (previously presented) . The o»thod of claim 36, 
„herein »ore than one of said audio signals are ^^^'^^^ ^ 
:Lrein said user selectahility co^rises selecting which of 
said audio signals is initiated hy said acknowledgement 



1 

2 
3 
4 

5 control signal. 



43 (previously presented) . The method of claim 36, 
Wherein said audio signal is applied to said output converter 
said hearing device so as to he audible even as sard 
4 hearing device is not applied to an individual. 

1 44 (previously presented) . The method of claim 3«, 

I Wherein pre-s.lection of said audio signal is performed rn a 

3 menu- controlled manner - 

1 45 (previously presented) . The method of claim 36, 



1 
2 
3 
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. -^a tlxe step of pre-eelecting said audio Bxgnal 
further cottiprxBing ttie step p ^^^rina device, 

^ia a co««nuxxi=atiox. unit remote from saxd hearing 



2 
3 

1 

a 

3 

1 

2 
3 
4 

1 

2 
3 




,.ia con™»ica.ion unit and =aid .paring dev.==. 

4V ,pr=vi^Bly pre.ent.d) , Th. ™.thod of claim 45 

Ma- selection of said audio signal n.a performed 
„^ere.n na.d P- ^^^^^ ^ ^u-co„«olled manner by 

at =aid cc™™n.cat.on ^ indications, 

means of at least one of vxsuai ana 

43 (previously presented) . The method of claim 47, 

^r» "^aid individual vxa said 
wherein said menx. is comcuunxcated to said xn 

hearing device as a menu indication by voice. 

49 (previously presented) . The method of claim 36, 
.Kerein said pre-selection o. said audio signal is performed 
in a speech- controlled manner. 

50 (previously presented) = A system comprising at least 
one hearing device, said hearing device including. 

an electrical/mechanical input converter arrangement 
4 having an output ; 



1 
2 
3 



5 



naviiiy ^ , 

a signal processing unit having an input and an output; 
an electrical/mechanical output converter arrangement 



6 

7 having an input; and 



8 
9 
10 
11 
12 



a generator iinit having* 

an audio signal storage unit, the content thereof 

being selectable by a user,- and 
an output operationally connected to said input of 
said output converter arrangement ,- 
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therein .aid output of said input converter arrangement 
iB operationally connected to said input of eaxd 
signal processing unit, and wherein 
said output of said signal processing unit is 

operationally connected to one of said input and 
another input of said output converter arrangement, 
and further wherein 
said hearing device generates at least one 

acknowledgement control signal when a predetermined 
status of said hearing device is achieved, and still 



24 
25 
26 




said generator unit applies said audio signal to said 

output converter arrangement when initiated by saxd 
acknowledgement control signal of said hearing 
27 device * 

51 (previously presented) . The system of claim 50, said 
hearing device further comprising a manually operated 
switching member, wherein said acknowledgement control signal 
is initiated by said switching member. 

52 (previously presented) . TThe system of claim 50, said 
generator unit further including an addressing input for aaxd 
audio signal, said acknowledgement control signal addressing 

4 via said addressing input said audio signal. 

1 53 (previously presented)* The system of claim 52, 

2 further comprising a remote control unit for said hearing 

3 device, wherein said acknowledgement control signal xs 

4 initiated by a control action for said hearing device by saxd 

5 remote control unit. 

1 54 (previously presented) The system of claim 53. 

2 wherein said remote control unit is operationally connected to 
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3 said hearing device via at least one of a wired and of a 

4 wireless communication link- 

1 55 (previously presented): The system of claim SO, 

2 wherein said generator is integrated in said hearing device. 

1 56 (previously presented) s The system of claim 50, 

2 wherein said generator unit is remote from said hearing device 

3 and there is provided a wired and/or wireless communication 

4 link between said hearing device and said generator unit- 

1 57 (previously presented) t The system of claim 56, 

2 wherein said generator unit is connectahle to the internet. 



2 further comprising a display unit for displaying at least one 

3 of a visually and of a speech controlled menu, said display 

4 unit being operationally connected or connectable to said 

5 generator unit and to said hearing device for establishing 

6 which of more than one of said audio signals shall be 

7 initiated by said acknowledgement control signal and/or which 

8 of more than one acknowledgement control signals shall 

9 initiate said audio signal. 

1 59 (previously presented) ; The system of claim 58, 

2 wherein said display unit has an output for audio menu 

3 information signals, said output being operationally connected 

4 to said output converter of said hearing device. 




58 (previously presented) » The system of claim 50, 
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